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Schur 
expands 
into Italy
Austria-based Schur 
Flexibles Group has 
acquired Sidac, an Italian 
packaging specialist.

Schur says that the 
move enables it to 
expand its network in 
Italy. Sidac has a produc-
tion plant in Forli, near 
Bologna.

Sidac posted sales of 
around €34 million 
(US$41m) last year and 
has a workforce of 120 
people. Its flexible 
packaging – especially 
laminates supplied on 
reels – is used mainly in 
the food, beverage, 
confectionery and animal 
feed segments.

“Italy is a significant 
growth market for us as a 
European player,” said 
Michael Schernthaner, 
CEO of Schur Flexibles. 
“Through the acquisition 
of Sidac, we have gained 
an established partner for 
our regional expansion in 
Italy.”

The companies have 
not revealed financial 
details of the deal.

� www.schurflexibles.com

Constantia triples its
production in Denmark
Constantia Flexibles has 
opened a new production 
site in Denmark – which 
triples its output in the 
country.

The new site, in Ishøj, will 
support growth in Scandina-
via and has a fully automat-
ed production process. In 
addition, the warehouse is 
now fully integrated within 
the site. The site covers a 
total area of 6,000 sq m, 
which allows the company 
to integrate more processes 
and products.

“Expanding the consum-
er business in Europe is a 
key part of our strategy,” 
said Pim Vervaat, CEO of 
Constantia Flexibles. “The 
investment [in Denmark] is a 
vital step in this.”

Operations at the new 
plant, which received more 
than €8 million (US$10m) in 

investment, include die-cut 
lid products for the dairy 
market.
n In addition, Constantia 
has acquired Turkish 
packaging producer 
Propak, which makes 
packaging for the snacks 
market from a single plant 
with around 360 employ-
ees. Constantia says that the 
plant is complementary to 

its existing plant in Turkey.
“The acquisition gives us 

the opportunity to acceler-
ate our EcoLam Mono-PE 
innovation for the salty 
snacks market,” said Vervaat.

The transaction is 
expected to be completed 
in the second quarter of this 
year, pending regulatory 
approvals.

� www.cflex.com

Trinseo buys Arkema PMMA

Reifenhäuser buys cooling ring specialist

Constantia has invested €8m to expand operations in Denmark

Reifenhäuser of Germany has bought a 
majority stake in Kdesign, a specialist 
in air cooling rings and measuring 
systems for blown film extrusion lines. 

With the purchase, Reifenhäuser 
expands its in-house expertise in 
cooling, controlling, measuring and 
calibrating blown films. It says that 
Kdesign will remain an independent 
company within Reifenhäuser, with 

Joachim Lange and Richard Zimmer-
mann continuing to head the company 
as managing directors.

The takeover will also give Kdesign 
access to a large international service 
network through its new parent 
company.

“We will be closer to our customers 
in future and have better development 
opportunities,” said Zimmermann. “Our 

location is just 20 minutes from 
Reifenhäuser’s headquarters.”

Bernd Reifenhäuser, CEO of Reifen-
häuser, added: “In blown film produc-
tion, cooling and controlling have a 
decisive impact on quality. Kdesign 
already offer the best technology on the 
market, which we are now combining 
with our extrusion technology.”

� www.reifenhauser.com

Trinseo has completed its 
acquisition of Arkema’s 
PMMA business. The deal 
was originally announced in 
December last year.

The portfolio includes 
sheet products such as 
Altuglas and Plexiglas.

“I am thrilled to welcome 
our new colleagues and 

customers as we embark on 
this journey together,” said 
Frank Bozich, president and 
CEO of Trinseo.

� www.trinseo.com

http://www.schurflexibles.com
http://www.cflex.com
http://www.reifenhauser.com
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Berry grows Q2 packaging sales
US packaging giant Berry Global has 
reported increased sales for the 
second quarter of the year.

The company reported net sales of 
US$3.4 billion, an increase of 13%. This 
equated to a 9% increase in profitabil-
ity (EBITDA) for the period.

“Consumer demand for our prod-
ucts remains robust and certain 
markets – which previously experi-
enced Covid-19 headwinds – are 
rebounding nicely,” said Tom Salmon, 
chairman and CEO of Berry.

All segments delivered volume 
growth, he said, giving an overall 
volume growth of 5% for the quarter.

International sales growth in 
consumer packaging enjoyed an 
organic volume growth of 4% and a 
favourable impact from foreign 
currency changes. Sales in the division 
exceeded US$1bn for the quarter, an 
increase of around 9%. In North 
America, consumer packaging sales 
grew by nearly 16% to reach US$731 
million. This was mainly due to higher 

selling prices due to the pass-through 
of higher resin costs, plus organic 
volume growth of 5%.

The strength in the first half of the 
year, plus stable demand outlook, has 
led the company to increase its organic 
volume growth assumption for the full 
year to 5%.

“We have a clear line-of-sight to 
being within our leverage range by the 
end of fiscal 2021,” according to 
Salmon.

� www.berryglobal.com

Total Corbion PLA has 
entered the engineering 
stage for a 100,000 
tonnes/year polylactic acid 
(PLA) plant in France.

The company, a 50/50 
joint venture between Total 
and Corbion, says the plant 
in Grandpuits will be “the 
first of its kind in Europe” 
when it comes onstream in 
2024. It says the plant 
would make it the global 
market leader in PLA, with 
its Luminay resins.

The resins are bio-based 
and made from renewable 
resources, offering a 
reduced carbon footprint 
versus many traditional 
plastics, says the company. 

“This reinforces our 
commitment to the global 
bioplastic market as the 
first company to launch a 
commercial scale lactic 
acid to PLA capability in 
Europe,” said Thomas 
Philipon, CEO of Total 
Corbion PLA.

� www.total-corbion.com

European 
PLA plant 
progresses

Walki expands operations into Spain
Walki has acquired a 
majority stake in Plasbel 
Plásticos, a Spanish packag-
ing manufacturer.

Plasbel specialises in 
recycled and compostable 
bags, and flexible packag-
ing for the food and retail 
sectors. In 2020, it had 
annual sales of about €80 
million (US$96m) and 
employed 290 people.

The acquisition expands 
Walki’s European footprint, 
as Plasbel has a 30 000 sq m 
facility in Murcia.

“This marks an important 

Versa Pak expands Ohio facility
US-based film extruder 
Versa Pak has made a 
US$15 million investment to 
expand its facility in Ohio.

According to a report in 
Dayton Business Journal, the 
company has begun 
construction of a 56,000 sq 
ft expansion to the plant, 
which makes plastic bags, 
sheeting and tubing for 
industries including food, 
industrial, automotive and 
consumer.

Around US$12 million of 
the investment will go 
towards four new custom 
manufacturing lines – raising 
the number of lines to 30 
when the expansion is 
completed in September. 
Versa Pak intends to add at 
least 12 new jobs to its 
employee base of 90.

The plant currently has 
more than 74,000 sq ft of 
manufacturing space and 
around 36,000 sq ft of 

warehousing, and produced 
nearly 43m lbs of products 
in 2020, said the report.

“This expansion is part of 
our growth strategy of being 
able to reach out to new 
customers,” said Michael 
Brunswick, president of 
Versa Pak. “We also have 
current customers with a 
higher demand, but we don’t 
have the capacity to fulfil 
those demands right now.”

� www.versa-pak.com

step for Walki, as part of our 
strategy to promote 
circularity and compostabil-
ity of packaging materials,” 
said Leif Frilund, president 
and CEO of Walki.

Plasbel will support the 
growth of Walki’s films and 
bags business and become 
part of its global consumer 
packaging division.

Antonio Beltrán, CEO of 
Plasbel, added: “Our 
complementary R&D 
capabilities will help the 
combined entity to become 
a leading biofilm converter 
with expansion opportuni-
ties across Europe.”

The companies have not 
revealed the purchase price 
or the terms of the deal.

� www.walki.com

IMAGE: WALKI

http://www.total-corbion.com
http://www.versa-pak.com
http://www.walki.com
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Plastic Ingenuity, a large 
US-based thermoformer, is 
to open a new production 
complex in Utah.

The project is expected 
to create 96 new jobs over 
the next 15 years. 

“We have been search-
ing for the right location to 
accelerate our growth for 
quite some time, and 
believe we have found the 
ideal match in Tooele, 
Utah,” said Sakif Ferdous, 
chief marketing officer of 
Plastic Ingenuity.

The company has six 
existing facilities – four in 
the USA and two in Mexico. 
It is primarily a custom 
thermoformer, making 
products for the food, 
healthcare and consumer 
goods industries.

Plastic Ingenuity is 
eligible for tax credits – of 
up to 15% of the state 
taxes paid – as long as it 
meets the criteria of its 
contract with the state.

� www.plasticingenuity.com

Thermo- 
former adds 
Utah plant

Simona says low raw 
material prices help it 
post profit in 2020
Germany-based Simona 
raised its profits in 2020, 
due in part to lower raw 
material prices.

Despite a 9% improve-
ment in pre-tax profits, 
which reached nearly €31 
million (US$37m),

sales declined by nearly 
10%, to €390 million 
(US$469m). The most 
pronounced sales decline 
was seen in the Americas. 
This was mainly due to a dip 
in the aircraft interiors sector 
– which affected the com-
pany’s sheet business.

Sales from semi-finished 
products – including sheet 
– exceeded €306m 
(US$370m), an 11% decline 
compared to 2019. This was 
a more pronounced fall than 
in the pipes and fittings 
division, where sales 
declined 6% to around 
€83m (US$100m). At the 
same time, profits in 

semi-finished products 
improved for the year.

“The year-on-year 
increase in profits was 
driven by lower raw material 
costs and satisfactory levels 
of capacity utilisation,” said 
the company. “All three 
regions – Europe, the 
Americas and Asia – made a 
positive contribution to 

earnings, despite the 
significant impact of the 
pandemic in some markets.”

The company added that 
preliminary results for 2021 
show a 14% increase in 
sales to nearly €122m 
(US$147m) in the first 
quarter. This equated to a 
similar increase in profitabil-
ity (EBIT) to nearly €11m 
(US$13m). Growth in Europe 
and Asia was particularly 
strong. The company has 
now revised its 2021 
forecast upwards to €420-
435m (US$506-524m).

“Our 2020 performance 
was better than originally 
anticipated earlier in the 
year,” said Matthias 
Schönberg, CEO of Simona. 
“We were able to contain 
the revenue decline at just 
under 10% thanks to 
diversification and global 
efforts.”

� www.simona.de

Schoenberg: “Our 2020 

performance was better than 

anticipated earlier in the year”

Chinaplas relies heavily on home visitors
Around 98% of visitors to this year’s Chinaplas came from within 
China.

The show, held at Shenzhen World Exhibition & Convention 
Center, attracted around 152,000 visitors in total. This was just 7% 
lower than for Chinaplas 2019 (held in Guangzhou). This year’s show 
was the first major plastics exhibition to take place in more than a 
year, with many others cancelled or postponed due to Coronavirus.

Overseas visitors accounted for fewer than 2,400 of the attendees, 
or around 1.5% of the total. This was a 93% reduction compared to 
the last edition of the show.

“Despite the pandemic and the move to the new venue at Shenz-
hen, Chinaplas has proved itself to be a high standard platform,” said 
Adsale, the show’s organiser.

� www.chinaplasonline.comIM
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waste to nearly 200 categories. The 
team maps where packaging appears 
in the recyclables or residual waste 
streams and uses near-infrared (NIR) 
technology to identify polymer types.

The waste includes wrap, bags, 
pouches, bottles, trays and more. 
Fieldwork at two Suez sites in the UK 
took place in December 2020 and 
work on samples of waste from 
France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, 
Poland and Spain is scheduled to take 
place in the spring months this year.

Partners in the study are PCEP, 
Petcore Europe, Styrenics Circular 
Solutions and MORE Recycling.

� https://ceflex.eu

to meet their recycling targets and 
significantly reduce the use of virgin 
plastics from petrochemicals. It will 
also greatly reduce CO2 emissions.”

The project aims for high quality 
food-grade rPP to be available in the 
UK by 2022.

Partners in the project include 
Viridor, Klöckner Pentaplast and 
Robinson Packaging. 

� www.nextek.org

� www.nextloopp.com

The Ceflex consortium working on 
European projects to improve 
recycling of flexible packaging is 
conducting a detailed study with 
partners into waste streams. Initial 
results from the UK show a significant 
quantity of recyclable plastics remain 
unrecovered in mixed packaging 
waste streams.

The study is Europe’s first in-depth 
analysis of its kind, analysing the 
amounts and types of post-consumer 
flexible and rigid plastic packaging in 
the two main waste streams in which 
it is collected. It involves researchers 
manually sorting, identifying and 
weighing samples, then attributing 

A project to develop a circular 
approach for food-grade polypropyl-
ene packaging has been launched 
with 29 partners. The NextLooPP 
project is led by plastics recycling 
consultancy Nextek, based in the UK.

Edward Kosior, founder and CEO 
of Nextek, said that creating a circular 
economy for food-grade PP packag-
ing waste fills a major gap in the 
packaging recycling sector. 

He said: “It will allow brand owners 

Ceflex study looks 
into mixed waste

NextLooPP project targets 
food-grade PP packaging

Researchers are using NIR scanners to identify plastic materials
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WATERPROOF MEMBRANES  |  MATERIALS

Next to agricultural film, it’s likely that geomem-
branes account for the largest area of plastic film 
on the planet – with applications ranging from fish 
farming to construction. As in any part of the film 
extrusion industry, consolidation is a driving force 
behind efficiency.

Geomembranes producer Solmax has acquired 
TenCate Geosynthetics of the Netherlands.

The transaction is expected to close in the 
second quarter of this year and is subject to 
approval by regulatory authorities.

Solmax says that it brings the two companies’ 
products under the same roof for the first time.

“This will increase their use in civil engineering, 
road infrastructure, hydraulic and environmental 
works,” said Jean-Louis Vangeluwe, president of 
Solmax. 

Wally Moore, CEO of TenCate Geosynthetics, 
added: “We are both among the leaders in our 
segments and will now join together to create a 
stronger global leader in geosynthetics. The 
long-term vision of Solmax, around sustainability, 
aligns well with that of TenCate Geosynthetics.”

Fish project
An enormous fish farm in Egypt will use more than 
3 million sq m of geosynthetics from Solmax.

Around 20,000 acres have been set aside for the 
project, which is being managed by Suez Canal 
Fish Farming and Aquaculture, a state agency. The 
project aims to supply up to 70% of Egypt’s 
domestic demand. On completion, it will include 
4,000 acres of aquaculture ponds across a 7,500-
acre area of sedimentation basins.

The project, which began in 2017, is currently in 
phase two.

“Our geosynthetics have been used successfully 
in a number of aquaculture projects around the 
world,” said Allan Jackson, sales director for EMEA 
at Solmax. “We are pleased to play a role in the 
development of this project.”

The farm will have capacity for 20m fish and 2bn 
shrimp. As water continually evaporates from the 
ponds, replenishing sea water will be critical to pro-
duction – keeping fish healthy and growing, and 
the facilities disease-free.

“The construction of the intake channel and 

Main image: 

Solmax has 

supplied more 

than 3m sq m of 

geosynthetics 

for a fish farm 

project in Egypt

Sealing the deal: latest in
waterproof membranes

Recent developments in waterproof 
geomembranes include a product 
that withstands nail punctures and a 
huge fish farm project that uses more 
than 3 million square metres of film
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canals for water supply and drainage of water are 
central to ensuring the success of this project,” said 
Jackson.  

The canals are built in three layers: the first is 
compacted sand, the second is the Solmax 
double-textured geomembrane, and the third layer 
is concrete. After testing of the geosynthetics, by 
the Egyptian government, Solmax’s distributor in 
Egypt supplied 3m sq m of black, 1mm, double-
sided textured HDPE geomembrane to the project.

Nail-sealable
US-based Charter Next Generation (CNG) has 
developed an embossed cast film with an engi-
neered core layer, which provides waterproofing in 
various construction and building applications.

The film will conform around punctures, espe-
cially those from fasteners such as nails, screws and 
staples. As a result, the membrane remains 
waterproof, even with nail punctures, under stress 
from harsh environments, or when the film is 
stretched. The formulation has been adopted for a 
variety of residential and commercial construction 
applications, including flashing and patching tapes, 
building membranes and roofing underlay.

General contractors and tape manufacturers have 
long demanded film-based waterproofing products 
that do not rely entirely on the adhesive coating as 
the primary moisture barrier. Flashing and patch 
tape manufacturers can now use a thinner coat of 
adhesive, as the film backing performs the entire 
water sealing function. This leads to an increased 
waterproofing seal with lower manufacturing costs.

Available in 2-10 mil thicknesses, the nail 
sealable film has been through various ASTM and 
AAMA standardised tests, proving its improved 

additives@vanmeeuwen.com       https://vanmeeuwen.com/en/

The solution for
improving plastic
sheets and rigid
food packaging

n  Anti-block agents
n  Anti-static agents
 n  Anti-fog agents
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Van Meeuwen Chemicals BV  n  The Netherlands  n  T +31 (0)294 494 494  n  additives@vanmeeuwen.com  n  www.vanmeeuwen.com
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seal performance over conventional nail-sealable 
flashing tapes, it says.

Using five layers of film, this film has two inert 
exterior layers that serve as a ready-to-coat sub-
strates while having harsh environment durability. 
CNG is working with a number of partners to use the 
film in their end-products, while continuing to work 
on applications that use the same base formulation.

Wider geomembranes
Raven Industries of the USA has incorporated new 
smooth-edge technology onto its seven-layer 
barrier extrusion line, to make 23in wide textured 
sheet geomembranes.

The smooth-edge extrusion process creates a 
high-quality smooth surface edge on the top side, 
bottom side, or both sides of double-side textured 
products. This increases the thermal fusion welding 
surface and weld integrity of the company’s 23in 
wide single- and double-side textured HydraLine 
products – in thicknesses of 30-80 mil (0.75-2.0 mm).

The new products are its Raven HydraLine HDT 
(HDPE) and LLT (LLDPE) geomembranes. Both are 
designed with a textured surface for more chal-
lenging applications that require increased friction 
angles to provide higher stability on steep slopes, 
stabilisation for earthen and secondary geosynthet-
ics, and increased work-site safety.

“This enhancement will provide our customers 
with major upside in quality welds and reduced 
labour while installing our products in the field,” 
said Tim Hart, director of sales for Raven Engi-
neered Films.

Enhancing the line to make the new products 
took around 12 months – including design, build, 
and installation time to complete. It included a 66in 
extrusion die body weighing over 10,000lbs. With 
an annual output capacity of 16m lbs, the multi-

layer line can produce smooth 23in seamless 
geomembranes and complex multi-layer barrier 
structures for the effective containment of volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs).

HydraLine products are formulated for high tear 
and puncture resistance and include a 20-year 
manufacturer warranty for long-term protection 
from thermal oxidation and ultraviolet degradation.

TPO increase
Polyglass, an Italian manufacturer of waterproof 
membranes and insulation systems, has commis-
sioned a new line from Amut to help it increase 
production capacity for TPO membranes.

In December 2020, it ordered a new extrusion 
line with an annual capacity of 10 million sq m. It 
will be dedicated to the production of the full 
range of Mapeplan T, a flexible polyolefin synthetic 
waterproof membrane. The line will be served by 
an automatic system for direct in-line dosing of raw 
materials and flame retardant additives.

Amut will deliver the line in the second half of 
this year, so that it can be put into production by 
November.

“In spite of the pandemic, we are proceeding 
with our plan to expand production capacity in 
order to better compete in the single-ply market,” 
said Pierluigi Ciferni, CEO of Polyglass.

The characteristics of the new line were worked 
out between the technical staff of both companies.

Piergianni Milani, president of Amut, added: 
“Our long experience in the design and manufac-
ture of lines for synthetic waterproof membranes 
guarantees the satisfaction of the most stringent 
project specifications and a targeted support to the 
customer.”

In a separate project, Amut assembled a 
three-layer TPO waterproof membrane line for a 
Chinese company within five weeks.

Here, Amut was awarded a contract by Suzhou 
Canlon Polymer Construction Materials for a 
turnkey plant featuring a configuration two or three 
layers, with reinforcement in glass net or polyester 
net. The overall output is up to 2,200 kg/hour. The 
mineral fillers, such as flame retardant, are extrud-
ed through in-line processing.

“We committed from the early stage of the job 
assignment, in order to deliver the project on time,” 
said Milani. 

CLICK ON THE LINKS FOR MORE INFORMATION:

� www.solmax.com

� www.cnginc.com

� www.ravenind.com

� www.amutgroup.com
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Shepherding plastic granules to their correct place, 
and ensuring correct dosing of individual ingredi-
ents are just two elements of materials handling 
that are of vital importance to ensuring high quality 
products.

Right at the start of the process, the job of 
delivering the correct ingredients – such as resin 
and additive – to the correct part of the process is 
critical.

Conair says that its new wireless RFID line-proof-
ing technology simplifies the process of resin 
distribution within plastics production.

It does this by translating source/destination 
connections from the conveying control and HMI 
into operator instructions guided by colour-chang-
ing LEDs on the resin selection tabletop. Other 
features of the system include an LED-guided line 
purging option and full compatibility with Conair’s 
Wave Conveying technology.

The RFID line proofing system works with 
Conair’s SmartFLX conveying control and an 

RFID-capable Resin Selection System (RSS) table. 
Each material port on the modified RSS table 
connects to a specific resin supply. All resin sources, 
along with their RSS ports and unique RFID antenna 
addresses, are tracked in the material source/
destination database in the SmartFLX control.

Above the RSS table, the flex tubes to destina-
tion receivers have steel connection handles that 
contain and protect uniquely coded RFID chips, 
whose addresses are associated with destination 
receivers and stored in the SmartFLX database. 
Wireless signals between the flex-tube RFID chip 
and the antenna at each RSS port are used by the 
SmartFLX control to proof each connection.

When an operator initiates a material change 
using the RSS table, the SmartFLX control consults 
a database to identify one or more RSS ports linked 
to the correct resin source, and one or more flex 
tubes linked to the desired destination. As correct 
connections are displayed on the HMI screen, the 
control translates them into light-guided instruc-
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the quality of extruded film and sheet products
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tions using LEDs in the surface of the RSS table.
A correct flex tube (destination) is indicated by a 

flashing yellow LED, indicating that it should be 
unplugged from its current position and moved to 
a new RSS port (source) – identified by a flashing 
blue LED. To make the connection, the operator 
moves the flex tube end to the indicated RSS port, 
then connects the tube into the port. This aligns the 
tube’s RFID-equipped handle with the tabletop slot 
next to the port. Inserting the tube handle into this 
slot aligns its RFID chip with the port’s RFID 
antenna, enabling the SmartFLX control to proof 
the connection.

Inexpensive conveying
Motan says that its new Metrovac SG offers an opti-
mal, inexpensive solution for smaller conveying 
systems. It comprises a vacuum blower, a control 
and a cyclone dust filter. Up to eight hopper 
loaders can be connected to the PLC control.

The Metrovac SG is available in four blower sizes 
between 0.85 and 4.3kW. Motan says that a 
combination of maintenance-free blower and 
cyclone dust filter makes it versatile – and easily 
adaptable to individual conveying systems.

To generate a constant, reliable vacuum, the 
conveying station uses side channel blowers. These 
can be placed directly next to the processing 
machine, and are ideal for short to normal convey-
ing distances, says Motan. The FC filters combine 
cyclone dust separators with a fine dust filter. The 
transparent dust collector makes removing 
accumulated dust quick and easy.

When using the optionally available bypass 
valve, filter cleaning is carried out automatically. 
Likewise, the filter cartridge is regularly cleaned by 
implosion air that flows through the cartridge.

Material feed lines can be thoroughly cleaned of 
any material after each conveying cycle. Among 
other things, this is particularly important when 
conveying hygroscopic materials.

Remote installation
Movacolor has developed an 
updated version of its software 
for dosing plastic additives. 

The new software includes 
extra features such as sensor 
neck integration, fast calibration 
options and a single shot test 
button for taking verification 
samples. It is also possible to 
contact support staff from Movacolor directly, via 
remote control.

“We would normally travel a lot to customers to 

help with installation or to provide support – but 
this is not an option during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic,” said Gerhard Dersjant, managing director of 
Movacolor. “We have made it our mission to serve 
our partners as best we can remotely. This new 
software allows us to help by temporarily taking 
over control of a machine that is thousands of 
kilometres away.”

The software is available in 20 languages and is 
free of charge.

Small quantity dosing
Moretto has introduced the DPK continuous 
loss-in-weight colour feeder, which is suitable for 
dosing small quantities of colour or additives into a 
flow of base material.

The masterbatch or additive to be dosed is 
contained in a hopper made of transparent, 
shock-resistant acrylic that makes the material 

contained and the level of the load 
immediately visible. The hopper 

is easily removed without tools 
for replenishment or additive 

change.
The company says that 

precision is guaranteed, even at 
low rates. The load cell technol-
ogy and control algorithm make 
DPK immune to vibrations, 

allowing higher dosage precision 
without risk of overdosing the 

additive or masterbatch, says Moretto.
The control of the dosing unit is supplied with a 
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simple, intuitive touchscreen interface, where it is 
possible to store and recall product recipes. DPK 
has ethernet, RS485 connections and is arranged 
for Mowis.

Feeder control
Coperion K-Tron has launched the latest genera-
tion of its KCM feeder controller. The KCM-III has a 
number of new features, including a larger 5in LCD 
screen, context-sensitive help, stainless steel 
enclosure and built-in Ethernet capability with 
optional Wi-Fi.

With Ethernet capability, the KCM-III can be 
accessed via a web page that includes a full feature 
user interface. In addition, the KCM-III is ready for 
Industry 4.0 functions such as predictive mainte-
nance and overall equipment effectiveness.

The controller combines the motor drive and 
control modules of a feeder and its ancillary 
components into a single component. It is typically 
mounted directly at the feeder, pre-wired and 
pre-tested at the factory. Motor set-up, diagnostics, 
and operator interface functions are integrated into 
the user interface. Each KCM-III includes a com-
plete software package to support a wide variety of 

Zeppelin takes 
over MTI mixers
Zeppelin Systems of Germany is the new owner 
of MTI Mischtechnik, which became insolvent in 
October last year.

The MTI portfolio includes heating, cooling 
and universal mixers for plastics processing and 
chemical applications.

“Since the mixer solutions from MTI and 
Zeppelin are largely used in different industries, 
the overlap of the portfolio is small,” said Rochus 
Hofmann, managing director of Zeppelin 
Systems.

The former MTI team will continue to be 
based at the company’s manufacturing site in 
Detmold. Zeppelin’s mixing division is based in 
Kassel.

“With this acquisition, we are further expand-
ing our market position in mixing technology,” 
said Hofmann.

� www.zeppelin-systems.com

� www.mti-mixer.de
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application types, both batch and continuous, from 
loss-in-weight feeders to weigh belt feeders to 
Smart Flow Meters. It is rated for ATEX 3D environ-
ments and listed for NEC Class II Division 2 
hazardous areas.

“An improved graphical user interface and new 
programming make the KCM-III easier to use and 
the expanded connectivity options give the user 
more options for controlling their process,” said 
Franz Neuner, director of product management, 
equipment and systems at Coperion.

Breaking the bridge
Maguire Products has improved the dosing 
accuracy of its gravimetric blenders with a pneu-
matic device that fits within one of the hoppers.

The device, which Maguire calls a ‘bridge 
breaker’, is now available on its three largest 
blender series (the 1200, 2400, and 3000). These 
have maximum throughput capacities of 5,000 kg/
hr, (11,000 lbs/hr) and can blend up to 12 ingredi-
ents. The bridge breaker has two elements: a 
hopper insert that directs material straight down 
onto the dispensing valve; and a rotary device that 
operates automatically while the dispense valve is 

open. The device pulses rapidly between clockwise 
and anti-clockwise movement, to enhance material 
flow through the dispense valve.

The device helps to improve dosing accuracy of 
regrind, recycled plastics and other ingredients 
that tend to obstruct flow through the dispense 
valve of the hopper. The hopper insert – a vertical 
alternative to the sloping wall of the hopper – can 
be retrofitted to any blender currently in operation.

“The bridge breaker addresses the growing 
demand for recycled content in plastic products 
and the increasing use of regrind as a means of 
reducing production costs,” said Frank Kavanagh, 
vice president of sales and marketing. “We devel-
oped it to help one of our customers solve a 
problem with trim scrap.”
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While film is often extruded directly to make a final 
product, it can also be further converted using 
extra processes – to make products such as bags or 
laminated film. These downstream processes help 
to add value to film as it is transformed into a more 
valuable end product.

Recently, Jessup Manufacturing, a US-based 
manufacturer of film products, installed a new 
coating and laminating line from New Era 
Converting Machinery. 

The line was installed at its facility in Lake Bluff, 
Illinois late last year as part of a general expansion 
of its operations. The company has also expanded 
a second plant in McHenry, Illinois.

Back in 2018, Jessup was experiencing capacity 
constraints and needed to expand operations and 
increase production in order to include new 
speciality products. In addition, it had been 
outsourcing some of its manufacturing and wanted 
to bring it in-house.  

Not long after the company bought the New Era 
line, the Covid-19 pandemic began. Both compa-
nies though this would affect the schedule for 
making the new machinery and equipment – and 
installing it. However, both companies “got 
creative” to overcome the problem.

“We leveraged video technology to collaborate 
and keep the project on track,” said Rob Jessup, 
CEO of Jessup Manufacturing.

Weekly calls were held to review everything, and 
the new line was built on that, he said.

“In the end, the line was shipped and installed 
under budget – the communication between both 
companies was outstanding and probably enhanced 

due to the need to connect virtually,” he said.
New Era also helped Jessup to integrate 

ancillary products – even though they were not 
New Era products. The new line is helping Jessup 
to commercialise new speciality products that it 
could not run on its old equipment.

“We have also transitioned many existing 
constructions to the new line, with improved 
productivity and quality – which ultimately increases 
value for our existing customer base,” said Jessup.

Jessup’s products include adhesive coated films, 
laminated materials and photoluminescent films 
and sheets. End products include grip tape for 
skateboards, non-slip tapes, glow in the dark 
materials for buildings, and floor and wall graphics 
materials for point-of-sale and event marketing.

In addition to installing the New Era line, Jessup 
has built a new warehouse and distribution facility in 
McHenry and is also completing new corporate 
headquarters – which it will move into later this year. 
It continues to expand in-house converting, with 
more slitting and laser cutting – and is already talking 
to New Era about its next adhesive coating line.

“It’s about meeting the expanding needs of our 
customers,” said Jessup. 
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such as bags helps to 
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out of extruded plastic film 
– with added demand 
from industries as diverse 
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Join us at the fourth edition of this 
international conference for the 
single-serve capsules industry.

• Discover dynamic new 
applications from food companies 
looking at the capsule format

• Network with key stakeholders 
from the entire capsules supply 
chain

• Explore different approaches 
to sustainability from material 
innovations to end-of-life choices

Update your expertise at this world-
class conference

Media supporters:

CONTACT US 
 
Rebecca Weir  
rebecca.weir@ami.international 

T +44 (0) 117 314 8111
E rebecca.weir@ami.international

BOOK 
YOUR 
PLACE

21-22 September 2021 
World Trade Center 
Barcelona, Spain

Identifying opportunities and 
overcoming obstacles in the 

single-serve capsules industry

NEW 
DATES & 
LOCATION

Bringing the plastic industry together.

www.ami.ltd/attend-capsules

http://www.ami.ltd/attend-capsules
http://www.ami.ltd/attend-capsules
http://www.ami.ltd/attend-capsules
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Expanded production
US-based film converter Pregis has added new 
bag production and equipment assembly opera-
tions to its operations in Wisconsin.

The company says the expansion will support 
the growth of its Sharp Packaging Systems brand 
– which it says is in response to increased demands 
from e-commerce.

Bag production has been moved from nearby 
East Troy to Elkhorn, which Pregis says has doubled 
the number of converting lines. The facility converts 
multi-layer coextruded polyethylene film into 
pre-opened bags supplied on a roll or in a box. The 
bags are used with Sharp Packaging bagging 
equipment at to package and ship a variety of soft 
goods, pharma/nutraceuticals, and other non-frag-
ile products.

“The shift to e-commerce from traditional retail 
outlets has been significantly amplified by the 
Covid-19 pandemic,” said Mike Menz, division 
president. “To help meet demand from companies 
who use bagging equipment for their products, we 
have doubled the facility’s converting capability by 
installing additional lines. Also, by relying on 
three-level vertical integration, we are able to 

control quality every step of the way.”
Pregis will also move its equipment assembly 

operations to a new location in Germantown, 
Wisconsin in Q2. This move enables more efficient 
assembly layout, double the production space and 
the potential for further expansion of its polymer 
converting capacity. The company makes its own 
converting equipment, to help ensure it has the 
right capabilities to meet performance goals 
including output, sealing and puncture resistance.
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 29 November - 1 December 2021

 Le Meridien Hotel, Nuremberg, Germany

BOOK YOUR PLACE 
www.ami.ltd/attend-thin-wall

Identifying opportunities and maximising returns in 
the plastic tubs, pots and trays industry

Join us this November to explore advances in 
multilayer film design and processing for enhanced 
packaging performance.

• Assess the impact of the pandemic and review latest 
market trends with two days of speaker presentations. 

• Reunite with colleagues from the plastic packaging 
industry for 8+ hours of networking. 

• NEW for 2021: Experience live packaging showcase 
and production tour at the Sumitomo (SHI) Demag site 
nearby in Schwaig. 

Save €300 until 4th June 2021  using code PP 1158

Headline sponsor Media supporter:

Thin Wall
Packaging

Also sponsored by:

�

http://www.ami.international
www.ami.ltd/attend-thin-wall


FILM & SHEET EXTRUSION  |  May 2021 www.filmandsheet.com32

MACHINERY  |  CONVERTING AND BAGMAKING

Cementing packaging
Starlinger of Austria recently high-
lighted its cement packaging technol-
ogy at this year’s Chinaplas.

High performance cement bags are 
a particular focus in China: over the 
next year, Chinese cement producers 
must switch their packaging to one of the three 
cement sack types specified in a new national 
standard. Among these are Adstar block bottom 
valve sacks – made of plastic fabric – from Starlinger.

“Since it was established that the our Adstar 
block bottom valve sacks meet the specifications of 
the National Standard, demand for them in China is 
skyrocketing,”said Herman Adrigan, head of sales at 
Starlinger. “We are delivering conversion lines for 
an additional 2 billion sacks to China until 2022.”

Although Starlinger focused on Adstar produc-
tion technology, it did not present its latest 
technological developments on a live conversion 
line during the show.

The sacks are made of laminated PP tape fabric 
using a special welding process. The plastic fabric 
is highly durable and break-resistant and protects 
the contents from moisture. These characteristics 
make for a sustainable cement packaging solution, 
by reducing waste caused by broken sacks.

Online demos
Earlier this year, Bobst hosted a gravure printing 
and laminating virtual event from Italy – which 
included a demonstration of its multi-technology 
Nova D 800 laminator.

The Nova D 800 demonstrated a lamination job 
running at 400 m/min coating solvent-based 
adhesive directly on an 8-micron aluminium foil 
substrate. Bobst said the PET-Alu foil substrate 
combination showed that its compact laminator 
could handle complex applications – such as retort 
pouches – used in the food, beverage, cosmetic 
and pharma segments.

Features of the Nova D 800 include the availabil-
ity of a Bobst flexo trolley for high-speed coating of 
solvent-based adhesive with high solid content. 
The machine is also available with automatic 
winders.

The system is designed to handle a variety of 
film substrates and consumables efficiently. A 
multi-trolley design accommodates different 
process technologies, including: solvent-based 
and water-based dry lamination; solventless 
lamination; inregister cold seal coating on pre-
printed substrates; and in-register printing of one 
additional colour.

Triple production
Liquibox has built a ‘super factory’ in Madrid, 
Spain – which it says will triple its bag-making 
capacity in Europe.

In February 2020, the company broke ground 
on the 140,000 sq ft (13,000 sq m) factory and 
completed it before the end of the year – despite 
the complications thrown up by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The new capacity provided by the plant should 
help the company to meet increasing demand for 
bag-in-box and bulk products across the EMEA 
region – as the demand for large packaging 
formats grows due to Covid-19.

The new factory will provide a more expansive 
and flexible footprint for 16 bag-making machines, 
with extra warehouse capacity. This will allow 
Liquibox to adapt operations to changes in volume 
and product mix and minimise waste, it says.

“Our goal is to deliver sustainable performance 
to our customers,” said Kevin Grogan, chief 
commercial officer at Liquibox.  

CLICK ON THE LINKS FOR MORE INFORMATION:

� www.jessupmfg.com

� www.neweraconverting.com

� www.pregis.com

� www.starlinger.com

� www.bobst.com

� www.liquibox.com
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Join us at the leading exhibition for the North American 
plastics extrusion industry. 

   Source new materials, technologies and solutions 

   Network with other stakeholders within the industry 

   Increase your technical knowledge through training  
    seminars, business debates and industry panels

   Put your questions to the experts in a face-to-face   
    environment

   Stay up-to-date with new challenges and opportunities  
    within the plastics extrusion industry

Exhibition booths are filling up fast.  
Secure your perfect space today! 

exhibition_sales@ami.international

+1 216 452 2491 

REGISTER 
FOR YOUR 

FREE TICKET

Colocated with:Brought to you by: Proudly supported by:

Registration  
is now open!

November 3-4, 2021

CLEVELAND, OHIO, USA

200+ EXHIBITORS
4 EXHIBITIONS
5 CONFERENCE THEATERS 
1 FREE TICKET 

https://go.ami.international/usa-plastics-expo-mag21/?utm_source=FSEMag&utm_medium=VispromAd&utm_campaign=210505_E072_PA_IR_Exhib_US_Prospect_Visitor_FSE_advert&utm_content=Register_free
https://www.ami.international/exhibitions
https://na.extrusion-expo.com/?utm_source=FSEMag&utm_medium=VispromAd&utm_campaign=210505_E072_PA_IR_Exhib_US_Prospect_Visitor_FSE_advert&utm_content=PEWE_logo
https://na.plasticsrecyclingworldexpo.com/?utm_source=FSEMag&utm_medium=VispromAd&utm_campaign=210505_E072_PA_IR_Exhib_US_Prospect_Visitor_FSE_advert&utm_content=PRWE_logo
https://na.polymertestingexpo.com/?utm_source=FSEMag&utm_medium=VispromAd&utm_campaign=210505_E072_PA_IR_Exhib_US_Prospect_Visitor_FSE_advert&utm_content=PTWE_logo
https://na.compoundingworldexpo.com/?utm_source=FSEMag&utm_medium=VispromAd&utm_campaign=210505_E072_PA_IR_Exhib_US_Prospect_Visitor_FSE_advert&utm_content=CWE_logo
http://www.filmandsheet.com/
http://www.pipeandprofile.com/


4-6 October 2021 
Hotel Grand Elysee 
Hamburg, Germany

Disruptive forces, challenges 
and opportunities in global 
polymer sourcing & distribution

5 REASONS WHY YOU 
SHOULD ATTEND:

• Take a deep dive into the trends 
affecting polymer markets and 
their future prospects 

• Deepen your understanding of 
the polymer supply chain and 
sourcing challenges 

• Learn about the recycled 
polymer market and the impact 
of circular economy on supply 
chain dynamics 

• Find out about the impact of 
Coronavirus on the plastics 
industry, and what the recovery 
may look like 

• Meet and network with senior 
personnel from every part of 
within the polymer supply chain

Organised by: Media supporter:

Book your place

Polymer Sourcing 
& Distribution

AMI’s Polymer Sourcing is a must go 
conference. Good networking and 

learn latest trends on Europe polymers 
distribution” 
Chief representative-  CHEMORBIS 

Also sponsored by:

Headline sponsor:

http://www.ami.ltd/attend-PSD
http://www.ami.ltd/attend-PSD
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Screws and barrels are hidden internal components 
of the extrusion line – often ignored until something 
goes wrong with them. These days, economic 
concerns mean that processors are paying more 
attention to this vital equipment – either through 
systems to monitor their performance, or by taking 
advantage of various refurbishment options.

UK-based Magog Industries offers fast turn-
round on screw and barrel refurbishment and 
repair to customers – which it says can help to 
minimise machine downtime.

The company designs, manufactures and 
supplies a range of screws and barrels for process-
es including extrusion, as well as offering repair 
and refurbishment of pre-used parts.

“This saves our customers money – not just 
against OEM items, but in turnround too,” said 
John Allsop, director and general manager. “One 

of our key advantages is that we design everything 
to meet specific processing and production 
requirements”.

Screw designs are configured to maximise 
performance from single start compression to a 
range of mixing elements for optimised distributive 
and dispersive mixing. The company also config-
ures design for complex parallel and conical twin 
extruder screws.

Using materials such as EN 41B Steel gives 
hard-wearing properties while allowing refurbish-
ment of hard-welded flights at a later date. Surface 
treatments include ceramic, chrome, Hastelloy and 
Armoloy, in addition to nitride and bi-metallic 
hardened.

The company has used surface treatment against 
abrasion and potential corrosion to increase screw 
resilience and longevity – specifically in ceramic and 
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chrome seal coatings for demanding applications 
such as blown film extrusion.

“By working closely with customers, we continue 
to develop solutions to meet the most demanding 
process applications,” he said.

Magog has also designed screws and barrels that 
can cope with the extra demands of regrind material 
– which has become more prevalent recently.

Dual measurement
US-based Glycon has developed a system that 
monitors wear on both the screw and barrel.

The company says it has used its EMT system 
– which stands for Electronic Measurement and 
Tracking – for some time but has never before 
made it commercially available. The system uses an 
eddy current sensor combined with a barrel wear 
plug to gather accurate data on both screw and 
barrel wear. It is the subject of a 2019 patent.

“With the data derived from these measure-
ments, processors can predict the rate of wear, and 
the best time to replace or repair the screw or 
barrel,” said Jeff Kuhman, president of Glycon. 
“This process has been commonly referred to in 
recent years as predictive analytics.”

Kuhman says the system can be used in both 
film and sheet extrusion, as well as for pipe and 
profile. EMT has been field tested at a number of 
Beta sites and offers simplicity, accuracy and 
reliability, he says. In one case, a sheet customer 
installed a sensor in a barrel – but the readings 
were monitored at Glycon’s facility.

“Many processors still run to failure because it is 
time-consuming and costly to take a line out of pro-
duction, dismantle the screw and barrel and 
physically measure the parts with micrometers and 

bore gauges,” he said. “EMT requires one hour per 
line, once or twice a year – which gives the proces-
sor has all the information they need to make a 
sound economic decision.”

The system relies on a Glycon product called 
Smartbarrel, which has several apertures along its 
length called Smartports. A barrel wear plug is 
installed in the aperture and seals the port. This is 
done during manufacturing – at the final honing 
operation – so that it matches the surface and 
inside diameter of the barrel.

To take a measurement, the plug is removed 
from the port and replaced with a threaded retainer 
– which secures an eddy current sensor in place. 

With the barrel and screw at or near operating 
temperatures, the screw is rotated slowly. The sensor 
generates an accurate reading that is averaged over 
many rotations to allow for ‘precession’ or ‘orbital’ 
rotation of the screw inside the barrel.

“We have refined and improved sensor accuracy 
over the years to a point where the reading is 
accurate to .001 or better,” said Kuhman.

The barrel wear plug is then installed in a 
measuring fixture that has openings at both ends. 
The sensor is installed at the opposite end. Any 
deviation from the original measurement constitutes 
barrel wear, says Kuhman. The system can track total 
wear per million lbs of material processed – from 
which the wear rate can be calculated. 

“By comparing the wear rate to the amount per 
hour produced, you can determine the rate of 
wear, cost of wear and from that determine the 
best time to replace the screw and barrel,” he said.

The customer can analyse the data indepen-
dently and will typically use it to boost productivity, 
lower scrap rates and cut energy costs, says 
Kuhman. He adds that Glycon can also help to 
interpret results and make recommendations on 
materials of construction, screw design and screw 
barrel alignment that could extend the lifetime of 
the new barrel and screw.

Glycon has tested the EMT in its lab for a 
number of years, in conjunction with partners such 
as sensor manufacturers, instrument manufacturers 
(both eddy current and ultrasound) and processors.

“We have to make the process failsafe as the 
tools are expensive and fragile,” he said. “The 
bigger the machine, the more cumbersome and 
time-consuming it is to tear the line down to 
manually check the screw and barrel for wear. EMT 
will take less than an hour, while heats are main-
tained and the screw is turning.”

Kuhman expects to roll out the first stage of EMT 
in the second half of this year, by offering Smart-
barrels for sale.
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 8-10 November 2021

 Pullman Cologne  

 Germany

Connect with developers of 
innovative waterproofing 
solutions for the building and 
civil engineering industries

• Hear industry experts introduce key developments 
in membrane materials and formulations

• Learn about new solutions to the challenges facing 
the industry

• Explore new market trends

• Network with leading professionals in the 
international waterproofing supply chain

• Join a panel discussion with participants from BMI 
Group, Firestone Building Products BVBA, IQDF e.V., 
Sika Services AG and ESWA
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Sponsored by:

Waterproof 
Membranes
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*Discount cannot be retrospectively applied or used in conjunction with 
 any other offer. VAT may apply. 

Save €200* until 10th September 2021 using code EB1159

SPREAD
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Let the world know about the good 
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advertising in Film and Sheet 
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Screw health
Last year, Milacron extended the scope of its 
M-Powered ‘predictive analytics’ 
capability with an application to 
improve screw efficiency.

Predictive analytics tracks 
machine condition and 
advises operators to take 
action in response to ‘early 
warning’ signs. This helps to ensure that 
maintenance is carried out before machinery 
failure – which helps to reduce downtime.

“Through the adoption of machine learning and 
advanced analytics and AI, M-Powered can monitor 
signals of impending failure,” said Edward Jump, 
M-Powered IIoT digital analytics leader at Milacron. 

The company has now introduced an M-Pow-
ered application to improve screw efficiency. This 
allows users to order – and fit – a new, more 
efficient screw before production suffers.

As a screw begins to wear – and its flights 
deteriorate – it loses its ability to convey material 
efficiently. This leads to increased recovery time, 
energy consumption and increased melt tempera-
tures. This can reduce productivity – as these 
conditions can increased cycle times – as well as 
potentially impacting part quality. Wear typically 
occurs slowly and is difficult to detect.

Milacron says that its new system takes an 
energy-based assessment to assess screw 
performance.

“Its touch-free functions can yield insight on the 
screw’s health without adding sensors to the screw 
or barrel,” said the company. “This allows M-Pow-
ered users to proactively order a new screw and 
replace it before wear and tear has a great impact 
on each cycle.”

Separately, the company has been carrying out 
tests to assess the endurance of both nickel and 
tungsten carbide barrel linings.

Tests were carried out in a domestic laboratory 
to identify the loss by gas-entrained solid particle 
erosion on the linings, to simulate real production 
environments. To perform the tests, Milacron sliced 
40in barrels in half and stripped each liner in 6in x 
6in sections to get a flat 2in x 2in flat testing 
surface. Each liner was tested in six intervals (the 
length of one barrel) to get an average value of 
wear resistance.

Milacron found a wide variance in how the lining 
behaved during the tests. There was a balance 
required in the amount of tungsten applied in the 
liner of the barrel. The wear resistance was measur-
ably at a faster rate when testing liners with lower 
values of tungsten in the liner.

“We did not expect to find that there is also a 
limit to the amount of tungsten that should be in 
the liner, as we found that too much tungsten 
would cause cracking during the process,” said the 
company. “We also found that the most expensive 
linings did not provide the most wear resistance in 
these tests.”

Its goal is to advise customers on the best 
investment for barrel lining in each application. The 
company plans to continue testing barrel linings 
from suppliers and comparing those results to its 
initial results.

“Using data analytics collected through custom-
ers with the M-Powered suite, we can continue to 
capitalise on this investment for our customers,” 
said the company.

Retrofit for growth
In feedscrews and barrels, Davis-Standard is 
offering groove feed extruder retrofits to customers.

This converts a Davis-Standard smooth bore 
extruder into a groove feed model, allowing 
customers to realise higher outputs and lower melt 
temperatures, it says. 

Recently, the company converted a 3.5in 
(90mm) smooth bore into a 75mm groove feed 
using the existing drive train, extruder base and 
heating/cooling system.

“This conversion took place at the customer’s 
facility in a few days,” said John Christiano, vice 
president of technology at Davis-Standard.

The retrofit included a new spiral groove feed 
section and barrel assembly and a high-perfor-
mance Davis-Standard barrier screw. The customer 
immediately saw results, with a 60% increase in 
output and 70F reduction in melt temperature. It 
also improved energy efficiency by 25%.

CLICK ON THE LINKS FOR MORE INFORMATION:

� www.magog.co.uk

� www.glycon.com

� www.milacron.com

� www.altairinvestmentsinc.com

� www.davis-standard.com
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20-21 October 2021 
Hotel Savoyen  
Vienna, Austria

Industry-leading speakers include:

Mr. Pablo Leon 
CEO Asia Pacific 
FOSIMPE

Ms. Charlotte Glassneck   
Manager for Plastic Applications 
Circular Economy Department 
TOMRA SORTING GmbH 

Mr. Stefan Süllwald  
Sales Manager 
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GmbH

Mr. Jean-Luc Dubois  
Scientific Director 
ARKEMA 

Dr. Manuela Casutt 
Product Manager Polymer additives 
L. BRÜGGEMANN GmbH & Co. KG

Dr. Martin Schlummer  
Business Field Manager Recycling 
and Environment 
FRAUNHOFER IVV 

Grow your business with the latest 
technology, increase volume and quality of 
recycled materials, and network with key 
industry innovators.

• Gain insight into market trends and the 
latest technology for post-consumer 
recycling   

• Understand how key recycling projects 
are enabling collaboration along the 
entire value chain 
  

• Discover how new technologies are 
increasing recycling rates and producing 
better quality products   
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26-28 October 2021 
Mercure Hotel MOA Berlin 
Berlin, Germany

Bringing the plastic industry together.

Conference
EUROPE 

www.ami.ltd/attend-PO-additives

Polyolefin
Additives

JOIN US 
IN BERLIN

Get your annual update on the global polyolefin 
additives industry at AMI’s highly regarded 
Polyolefin Additives conference.

The conference is the established forum to 
discover and discuss innovative additives and 
compounds to expand the use of polyethylene 
and polypropylene.

• Gain insight into market trends and potential 
for new markets for business

• Refresh your knowledge on polyolefin 
formulations for high-end performance

• Learn and debate the impact of the sustainable 
circular economy

• Develop relationships with stakeholders across 
the plastics value chain

• Understand and ensure compliance with 
changing regulations 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE

Find out more at 
www.ami.ltd/attend-PO-additives
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Chinaplas, the only major plastics exhibition to run 
so far this year, ended with more than 150,000 
visitors, according to the show’s organiser.

Adsale said that it welcomed around 152,000 
visitors over the four days of the show. Of these, it 
said more than 98% of them were from within 
China. Just under 2,400 visitors – accounting for 
around 1.5% of the total – were from overseas.

Compared to Chinaplas 2019, overall visitor 
numbers fell by 7%, local visitors rose by around 
23% but overseas visitors fell by 93%.

“Despite the pandemic and the move to the new 
venue at Shenzhen, Chinaplas has proved itself to 
be a high standard platform for presenting new 
technologies and sourcing the latest products for 
the plastics and rubber industries,” according to 
Adsale.

Adsale says it hosted more than 3,600 exhibitors 
this year. And, while many overseas companies said 
they would not send staff to Chinaplas – but instead 
rely on local representatives – they were at least 
represented at the show. 

Here is a selection of some of the products on 
show this year.

Sustainable products
Clariant exhibited a number of sustainable 
additives at this year’s show.

The company has introduced solutions from its 
AddWorks PKG series in China to improve the 
inherent properties of polyolefin packaging. This 
includes AddWorks PKG 113, for high-speed cast 
polypropylene (CPP) and biaxially-oriented 
polypropylene (BOPP) resins, which provides high 
polymer melt protection and film productivity. Also, 
AddWorks PKG 171 isw designed for vis-broken PP 
and for low discoloration PP applications.

“Demand for high-end additives is growing 
strongly in China,” said Francois Bleger, head of 
Clariant’s additives business. “As local manufactur-
ers develop more sophisticated processes, 
technologies and products, sustainable additives 
can be key to boosting progress.”

Neutral polycarbonate
Covestro revealed plans to offer what it says is “the 
world’s first climate-neutral polycarbonates” later 
this year.

It claims that the new grades are climate neutral 
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Chinaplas, which was cancelled in 2020 due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, has gone ahead this year – and attendance held 
up well despite the expected reduction in overseas visitors

Chinaplas goes ahead
in spite of coronavirus
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from cradle to gate (based on an internal review – 
with an external review of this ongoing). The 
grades are made from raw materials from mass-
balanced bio-waste and residues, and using 
renewable energy.

“With renewable energy, we expect to cut 
carbon emissions completely for these products 
from cradle to gate,” said Jimena Ruesta, venture 
manager for sustainability solutions at Covestro’s 
polycarbonates segment. “They have the same 
quality and performance as fossil-based polycar-
bonates, and are a drop-in replacement without the 
need to modify existing processes or workflows.”

The first products will be delivered from Europe 
later this year, followed by sites in other regions 
including China. 

Covestro already supplies ISCC Plus certified 
polycarbonates based on renewable feedstock 
using the mass balance approach.

Packaging focus
Oman-based OQ highlighted its expertise in a 
number of end markets – including both rigid and 
flexible packaging. These include applications in 
food, pharmaceutical, thin wall and consumer 
packaging 

The company says that its recently commis-
sioned Liwa Plastics Industry Complex (LPIC) opens 
new opportunities for HDPE and LLDPE products 
used in applications from consumer and food pack-
aging to industrial tanks and geomembranes.

“The new LPIC plant allows OQ to secure the 
production and distribution of high-performance 
polymer solutions from a strategic hub neighbour-
ing 18% of the world’s population,” said Markus 
Hoschke, global marketing head of OQ’s perfor-
mance chemicals division. “We are well placed to 
address the growing demand for polymer solutions 
in flexible packaging, rigid packaging and durables 
– as well as for the infrastructure and construction 
sectors.”

Adding additives
Lanxess exhibited a range of products at Chinap-
las, including additives such as its brominated and 
phosphorus-based flame retardants, eco-friendly 
plasticisers, and colorant additives.

Its additives division offers many products for PU 
and PVC. Armgard, Levagard, Disflamoll and 
Reofos are used to manufacture flame retardant 
products, including insulating materials, foil papers 
and tarpaulins.

Lanxess has also developed a replacement for 
the flame retardant HBCD. HBCD is included in the 
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants and its production and use will be 
banned in China from 25 December 2021. The 
polymeric macromolecule flame retardant, called 
Emerald Innovation 3000, can replace HBCD in EPS 
and XPS thermal insulation materials used in the 
construction industry.

The company says that its R&D centres in China 
are developing a range of new technologies, 
processes and materials.

Film for Asia
Reifenhäuser of Germany concentrated on 
sustainable packaging at Chinaplas – including 
all-PE film, recycling techniques and processing 
bio-based materials.

In mono-material laminates (all-PE film) for 
flexible packaging, the regular PET layer is replaced 
by stretched PE. 

With maximum stretching of up to 1:10, 
Reifenhäuser’s Ultra Stretch stretching unit gives PE 
film higher mechanical properties. There is no need 
to adapt downstream processing steps. Visitors to 
the show saw the technology as a 3D animation 
video and as part of a virtual 360° tour through the 
Reifenhäuser development centre.

The company also promoted its R-Cycle tracing 
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standard, which allows packaging to be recycled to 
a high standard using special marking techniques 
and data standards. This helps to identify packag-
ing reliably when sorting waste streams. It is done 
as part of a cross-company initiative, with partners 
including Polifilm and Comexi.

Customers can also process both bio-based and 
conventional raw materials flexibly on Reifenhäuser 
EVO Bio lines to respond rapidly to changing 
market requirements. 

To compensate for the higher cost of using 
biopolymers, the line can be equipped with an Evo 
Ultra Flat Plus stretching unit. This helps to reduce 
material usage by up to 40% by making the film 
stronger and stiffer – and thinner.

Measuring quality
Mahlo of Germany demonstrated its traversing 
quality measuring system Qualiscan QMS. The 
modular system, which consists of sensors and 
measuring frames, measures, logs and controls 
parameters such as basis weight, moisture and 
layer thickness across the entire fabric width.

This makes it possible to increase the energy 
efficiency of production facilities, optimise the use 

of raw materials and produce more 
sustainably, says the company.

“Manufacturers are faced with the 
challenge that the demand for plastic 
fabric products is constantly increas-
ing,” said Frank Fei, Mahlo’s repre-
sentative in China.

Controlling parameters such as 
layer thickness leads to higher product 
quality, he says – with no risk of having 
to destroy entire batches because the 
specified target values are not correct. 
At the same time, it also cuts down on 
wasted material.
n The next edition of Chinaplas is due to 
be held in Shanghai on 25-28 April 2022.

CLICK ON THE LINKS FOR MORE INFORMATION:

� www.chinaplasonline.com

� www.clariant.com

� www.covestro.com

� www.oq.com

� www.lanxess.com

� www.reifenhauser.com

� www.mahlo.com
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At the Forefront of Advanced CNC 
Ultra-Precision Micro-Machining Combining 
Art, Science & Engineering Shaping Molds, 

Precious Metals & Parts

001-630-467-0900 • GJ@JacoTech.com
www.Linkedin.com/in/GaryJacobsen
www.JacoTech.com / Chicago USA

CYLINDER ENGRAVING

www.twitter.com/plasticsworld

Follow us on...

Be the first to know when we 
publish a new edition, plus 
updates on our conferences 

and useful links.

http://www.chinaplasonline.com
http://www.clariant.com
http://www.covestro.com
http://www.oq.com
http://www.lanxess.com
http://www.reifenhauser.com
http://www.mahlo.com
https://www.jacotech.com/cnc-machining.php
https://www.jacotech.com/cnc-machining.php


CONTACT US 

Olivia Poole 
Conference Organiser

T +44 (0) 117 314 8111
E olivia.poole@ami.international

Exploring the potential 
of chemical or advanced 
recycling to turn waste 
plastics into new materials.

“Your conference was of 
great quality in terms of

organization and 
quality of speakers/

presentation. Worth the 
time spent definitively.”

Global Circularity 
Manager, Plastics, 

TRINSEO

Sponsored by:

Media supporters:

27-28 September 2021

Intercontinental Hotel

Düsseldorf, Germany JOIN US IN 
SEPTEMBER

Explore the advances in chemical recycling 
technologies and their integration into the 
supply chain.  

• Discover the challenges and opportunities 
surrounding chemical recycling

• Explore the various technologies and 
innovative concepts being discussed

• Discuss the potential for chemical recycling, 
and it’s integration into the supply chain  

• Learn how chemical recycling can create new 
pathways to meet recycling targets

• Network with industry experts and peers 
from across the supply chain  

SECURE YOUR PLACE

Bringing the plastic industry together.

Conference
EUROPE

www.ami.ltd/attend-chem-recycling

Chemical 
Recycling

Save €200* before 25 June  
-  use the code EB 1153

*VAT may apply. Discount cannot be retrospectively  
applied or used in conjunction with any other offer.

mailto:olivia.poole%40ami.international?subject=Chemical%20Recycling%2C%20Dusseldorf%2C%20Germany
http://www.ami.ltd/attend-chem-recycling
http://www.ami.ltd/attend-chem-recycling
http://www.ami.ltd/attend-chem-recycling
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Innovia has doubled the 
durability of its Rayoart 
BOPP film for graphic arts 
applications such as 
signage.

The product can 
withstand UV and other 
weather elements for up to 
four years, it says.

“This is a significant 
extension to their capabil-
ity in external environ-
ments,” said Richard 
Southward, global product 
manager at Innovia Films. 
“For flat and 1D applica-
tions up to four years 
outdoors, it is the obvious 
choice material.”

Film colour and dimen-
sional stability are unaf-
fected after more than 
3,000 hours of accelerated 

BOPP

Graphic films raise durability

MASTERBATCH

Masterbatches for pearlised 
BOPP film improve efficiency

Foamed 
PP cup has 
OPP sleeve
Paccor has developed a 
range of foamed poly-
propylene (PP) cups that 
also have oriented PP 
(OPP) sleeves.

The PP foaming 
technology allows a 
10-15 % weight reduction 
of the products with full 
skeleton reincorporation 
and improved thermo-
forming cycle time. The 
cups are available in 
white or coloured (non- 
transparent). The technol-
ogy has been developed 
at Paccor in Hungary.

Paccor claims a 16% 
reduction in CO2 emis-
sions and 15% reduction 
in material usage, 
compared to its tradi-
tional DuoSmart cups. It 
says it is also the first 
packaging manufacturer 
to offer OPP sleeves on 
PP cups which are 
detected as mono-mate-
rial PP. The sleeves can be 
recycled – and sorted 
with the PP cup.

“These new products 
allow significant sustain-
ability improvements 
compared to oriented 
polystyrene (OPS) and 
PVC sleeves,” said Nicolas 
Lorenz, CCO of Paccor.
n Paccor has developed 
two new DuoSmart 
solutions: RecycleDuo, 
which uses no glue 
between the plastic and 
cardboard elements; and 
DuoSmart with rPET, 
made completely from 
recycled PET.
� www.paccor.com

FOAMED PLASTIC

ageing to ASTM G154 
standards. The films’ 
physical strength is retained 
and remains much higher 
than for PVC – making whole 
graphic removal at the end 
of a campaign quick and 
efficient, says the company.

Rayoart films can also 
have half the global 

warming potential of PVC.
“Dimensional, colour and 

physical stability of our 
BOPP films are superior to 
monomeric vinyl – and with 
their extended outdoor 
durability offer real poly-
meric vinyl alternatives too,” 
said Southward.
� www.innoviafilms.com

Tosaf says that that its ZD masterbatches for pearlized BOPP 
film can help manufacturers raise quality and production 
efficiency.

When added during processing they help to make film 
properties as opacity, gloss, and thickness more uniform 
across the entire width – even for films with reduced density 
or high yield.

The masterbatches are suitable for making pearlised and 
white-pearlised films in a density range from 0.55 to 0.80 g/
cm3 – with ZD1738HP optimised for up to 0.65 g/cm3 and 
ZD2446HP for medium to higher densities. Typical packag-
ing applications include soap, confectionery, ice cream and 
baked goods. It can also be used for wraparound, in-mould, 
cut-and-stack and pressure-sensitive labels.

“We know the common problems encountered in the 
production of pearlised and white-pearlised films,” said 
Saeed Agha, product manager at Tosaf. “Our products 
enable manufacturers to combine meeting tight specifica-
tions with high yields.”
� www.tosaf.comIM
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FLEXIBLE PACKAGING

Mobile iOS app for flexible packaging
Polykar of Canada has developed 
PolyApp – a free app for iOS devices 
that makes all industry calculators for 
flexible packaging available in a 
centralised location.

Developed for production planners, 
extrusion operators and sales staff, 
PolyApp allows users to prepare 
orders and perform dimensional 
calculations for a product being 
designed, manufactured, quoted or 

purchased, according to Polykar.
The calculations take a matter of 

seconds after entering specifications, 
says the company.

“PolyApp offers the convenience of 
having all calculation tools packaged 
in one place,” said Amir Karim, 
president and CEO of Polykar. 

PolyApp features seven easy-to-use 
tools including liner dimension, 
weight/1000, film thickness, order 

planning, yield, roll OD and footage, 
and blow-up ratio. The tools replace 
the use of spreadsheets and website 
calculators, to help raise productivity 
and accuracy.

The app can be downloaded free 
from the App Store by searching for 
‘PolyApp’. 

It is available in English – and in 
French at a later date.
� www.polykar.com

SHEET

Extruders 
extend 
into sheet
Battenfeld-Cincinnati has 
extended the use of its 
UniEx single screw 
extruders into sheet.

Highlights of the series 
include compact design, a 
wide processing window, 
high throughput and 
gentle melt treatment. This 
makes them ideal co-
extruder models, it says.

The range is now also 
available for sheet extru-
sion lines in three sizes (35, 
45 and 60mm). Output 
rates range from 50 kg/h to 
500 kg/h, depending on 
the material. The modular-
ity of the extruders helps 
them to perform almost 
any type of special process-
ing task, says the company. 
A wide range of different 
plasticising units is 
available. These come with 
a choice of grooved or 
smooth feed zones. Fitting 
the extruders with a 
degassing unit, for ABS 
processing, is also possible.
� www.battenfeld-cincinnati.com

Hosokawa Alpine has 
developed a vacuum roll 
for its machine direction 
orientation (MDO) lines, 
which helps to raise the 
quality of oriented film.

“This will significantly 
improve the production of 
fully recyclable mono-ma-
terial films and contribute 
to the packaging solutions 
of the future,” said Holger 
Niemeier, head of the 
blown film division at 
Hosokawa Alpine.

MDO technology is 
based on monoaxial 
orientation, which can 
adapt and improve 
properties such as barrier 
performance, optics and 
film thickness. Depending 
on the MDO design, the 
film runs over eight to 12 
rolls, two of which are 
stretching rolls. The 
second of these is now a 
vacuum roll with a porous 
surface. Due to the vacuum 
inside the stretching roll, 
the film is guided tightly 

Vacuum roll lifts oriented 
film quality on MDO lines

FILM ORIENTATION

against the roll. This 
significantly improves 
flatness and the MDO film is 
optimally prepared for 
lamination or printing.

If the second of these is a 
vacuum roll – with a porous 
surface – the internal 
vacuum will hold the film 
more tightly against the roll. 
This improves flatness, 
which prepares the MDO 
film optimally for lamination 
or printing.

Hosokawa’s MDO 

technology is crucial in the 
production of mono-materi-
al polyethylene (PE) film – 
which are easier to recycle 
than typical multi-layer film.

The new vacuum roller 
also reduces the neck-in by 
up to 70%. (Neck-in is the 
reduction in usable width 
due to the material being 
pulled apart.) This means 
that significant neck-in 
reduction saves further 
resources.
� www.hosokawa-alpine.com
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August 17-19, 2021 

Maximizing crop yields with an 
effective use of silage, mulch and 

greenhouse films to feed the growing 
population of the Americas  

• Explore trends in the Americas 
and global agricultural film 
markets

• Discover ways to increase 
efficiency and sustainability of 
your agricultural and farming 
business

• Network with industry players

• Learn about key global 
technological developments in 
silage, mulch and greenhouse 
films

Organised by: Media supporter:

Become a sponsor:  
Promote your company with your logo showcased 
throughout the event on the website, in marketing 
communications and during the event. To find the 
best package contact Chris Chisman.

Join this unique online 
event focusing on 
agricultural challenges 
in the Americas.

BOOK YOUR PLACE

If you are a producer of agricultural film, 
supplier of greenhouses and polytunnels, 
grower or farmer you can attend as a free 

delegate**. Get in touch to register.

**All applications for free places will be vetted by AMI to check that 
they meet our qualification criteria. AMI reserves the right to refuse 
access to individuals and companies

www.ami.ltd/attend-agri-film-Americas

SAVE $400
Secure your place at only $395* when you 

book before June 4, 2021

*Discount cannot be retrospectively applied or used in conjunction 
with any other offer

https://ami.ltd/attend-agri-film-americas
mailto:Chris.Chisman%40ami.international?subject=Agricultural%20Film%20Americas%20virtual%20congress
https://ami.ltd/attend-agri-film-americas
https://ami.ltd/attend-agri-film-americas
mailto:jessica.jones%40ami.international?subject=Agricultural%20Film%20virtual%20congress%20-%20free%20place
https://ami.ltd/attend-agri-film-americas


Webinars

Access the free Webinar Library Today 

Register once to view all AMI library webinars

Free webinars available  
to view on-demand

Stay up to date: watch these 
free industry webinars
Click on a webinar to watch in your own time.

Forecasting the impact of  
coronavirus on economies 
and plastics markets
David Buckby
Principal Global  
Resin Analyst

Simple solution for reliable 
permeation testing of flexible 
pouches  
Mike Kragness 
Permeation Application Scientist

Developments in SEBS for TPE 
tubing applications
Ana García Henche 
Technical assistance and 
development

Flexible Compounding With 
Kneading-block-free Screws  
Klaus Hojer, Business 
Development 

Medical device materials, 
manufacturing, and design  
Michael J. Wiggins  
Senior Technology Manager

Plastics and the Pandemic 
Virtual Forum Series
Analysing the impact of 
Covid-19 on the global 
plastics industry

Plastics and the 
Pandemic

VIRTUAL  
FORUM

Plastics and the 
Pandemic

VIRTUAL  
FORUM

Plastics and the 
Pandemic

VIRTUAL  
FORUM

       Conferences / Exhibitions / Magazines / Market Intelligence        www.ami.ltd/webinarlibrary         

Applications and solutions 
of plastics in the medical 
sector
Ing. Raquel Llorens-Chiralt 
Senior Researcher – Health 
Group 
 

Automatic melt filtration in  
plastics recycling 
Michele Colombari 
Regional Sales Manager 

http://www.ami.ltd/webinarlibrary
https://ami.talkingslideshd.com/view?presentation=8795&utm_source=AMIMag&utm_medium=library_ad&utm_campaign=200615_W000_PA_CNT_MI_UK_Prospect_Attendees_Fcast_libraryad
https://ami.talkingslideshd.com/view?presentation=9312&utm_source=amilibraryad&utm_medium=advert&utm_campaign=201111_W000_PA_CNT_Conf_UK_Prospect_Attendees_AMETEK_libraryad
https://ami.talkingslideshd.com/view?presentation=11047&utm_source=amilibraryad&utm_medium=advert&utm_campaign=201127_W000_PA_CNT_Conf_UK_Prospect_Attendees_DYNASOL_libraryad
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https://ami.ltd/webinar-LUBRIZOL
https://ami.talkingslideshd.com/view?schedule=606&utm_source=AMIMag&utm_medium=libraryAd&utm_campaign=200812_VE0006_PA_CNT_Conf_UK_Prospect_Visitor_webinar_libraryad
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www.filmandsheet.com/scfill

Centre left: Colines 
www.filmandsheet.com/barrier 

Bottom left: Palsgaard: Plant-based additives
www.compoundingworld.com/palsgd_1
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SCANFILL: GREENER PACKAGING

COLINES: BARRIER FILMS

Based on a novel polymer/
mineral mix, the Scanfill range of 
packaging resins can minimise 
environmental impact by 
reducing polymer consumption, 
non-renewable energy use and 
greenhouse gas emissions 
without sacrificing barrier 
performance. Find out more in 
this brochure.

This new brochure from 
Colines focuses on 
extrusion lines for the 
production of barrier films 
for vacuum and modified 
atmosphere packaging to 
preserve foodstuffs and 
medical products.

A MEMBER OF  THE POLYKEMI GROUP

scanf i l l .com

SCANFILL BIO
STRONGER - FASTER - GREENER

PACKAGING MATERIAL
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www.colines.it info@colines.it COLINES EXTRUSION LINES

BARRIERFILM

     The right way to
preserve food

& medical products   

Vacuum and map packaging

• The best products realized by coextrusion of special polymers,  
   raw materials and their combinations to satisfy the standards  
   required by the market in food, medical and pharma packaging.

• Raw materials: PE, PP, EVA, TL, EVOH, PA, PET, PS and others.

� CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

� CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

Download these new
product brochures

If you would like your brochure to be included on this page, please contact
Claire Bishop claire.bishop@ami.international. Tel: +44 (0)1732 682948

MACCHI: FILM EXTRUSION

This 28-page brochure 
from Macchi covers the 
company’s wide range of 
film extrusion technologies 
including coextrusion lines, 
wide webs, die heads, take 
offs, winders, trim recovery 
and control systems.

Film Extrusion
Technologies

Macchi S.p.A.
Corporate Profile & Product Range

� CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

Simply click on the brochure cover or link to download a PDF to your PC or smartphone

NORDSON: FILTRATION SYSTEMS
The BKG range of 
filtration systems and 
screen changers from 
Nordson Polymer 
Processing Systems are 
detailed in this six-page 
brochure which also 
features products from 
BKG’s ranges in gear 
pump and valve 
technologies.

EXTRAORDINARY TECHNOLOGIES 
FOR TODAY‘S PLASTICS

BKG® Filtration, Gear Pump &
Valve Technology

Nordson
Polymer 
Processing
Systems

� CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

PALSGAARD: PLANT-BASED ADDITIVES

Palsgaard produces an 
extensive range of 
sustainable, plant-based 
additives that can be used 
to enhance the 
performance and 
processing of many 
polymers. Find out more 
about its products and 
how to use them in this 
brochure.

FROM FOOD EMULSIFIERS TO POLYMER ADDITIVES:  
The renewable technology  
of Palsgaard’s plant-based 
additives for the plastics  
industry 
By Christina Normann Christensen,  
Product & Application Manager, Palsgaard A/S

WHITE PAPER

� CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

GLOBAL COLORS GROUP
Find out about Global 
Colors Group in this 
brochure showcasing the 
group companies, their 
vision and focus on 
quality, R&D, technology 
and sustainability. Its 
portfolio includes colour, 
white and black 
masterbatches.

� CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD



Head office:  Celina, Ohio, USA

President:  Michael Brunswick

Founded:  1986

Ownership:  Private

Employees:  Around 90

Profile: Versa Pak, founded in 1986, manufactures plastic bags, rolls, films and sheet for 
industries including food, industrial and automotive. The company customises 
resin blends to make specific packaging solutions for customers. This includes a 
Co-Ex (co-extruded) blend of two or more resins to make multi-layer films with 
properties such as moisture barrier or puncture resistance.

Product lines: The company’s custom-made poly bags come in a variety of styles, including 
gusseted, layflat, side-sealed and reverse bags on a roll. They range in size from 5 
x 10in to 120 x 500in, and are available in a wide range of colours. Bags can be 
wound on rolls or stacked individually in cartons. Its plastic sheeting and film 
includes centre-fold, single-wound and serrated sheeting for a variety of purposes. 
Its Co-Ex blend is used to make two- and three-layer rolls, sheet and film. It is 
produced using a bubble of up to 138in.

Factory location: Versa Pak makes its products at its plant in Celina, Ohio, which has 74,000 sq ft of 
manufacturing space and around 36,000 sq ft of warehousing. In addition, the 
company recently broke ground on a new 56,000 sq ft extension to the plant. The 
expansion, at a cost of around US$15 million, includes four new extrusion lines – 
bringing the total number of lines to 30 on completion in September this year. The 
company also plans to add at least 12 new jobs.

Versa Pak

The next issues of Film and Sheet Extrusion magazine will have
special reports on the following topics:

June 2021
Printing equipment

Blown film dies
Downstream equipment

Masterbatch

July/August 2021
Bioplastics

Plastic pouches
Stretch/shrink film

Editorial submissions should be sent to Lou Reade: lou@filmandsheet.com 

For information on advertising in these issues, please contact:
Claire Bishop: claire.bishop@ami.international Tel: +44 (0)1732 682948

Levent Tounjer: levent.tounjer@ami.international Tel: +44 (0)117 314 8183

To be considered for ‘Extruder of the Month’, contact the editor on lou@filmandsheet.com

FORTHCOMING FEATURES

EXTRUDER OF THE MONTH



Top left: FSE April 2021
https://content.yudu.com/web/1rl19/0A1uuff/FSEApr21/index.html

CL: CW May 2021
https://content.yudu.com/web/1rl19/0A1rl2p/CWMay21/index.html

BL PPE May 2021
https://content.yudu.com/web/1rl19/0A1utvq/PPEMay21/index.html

Top right:  FSE March 2021
https://content.yudu.com/web/1rl19/0A1uuff/FSEMarch21/index.html

CR: PRW March April 2021
https://content.yudu.com/web/1rl19/0A42x3p/PRWMarApr21/index.html

BR:   IW April 2021
https://content.yudu.com/web/1rl19/0A1uufg/IWApr21/index.html

Take out your own FREE subscriptions to any of the magazines.
Click on the logos below to simply register on-line.

Keep informed: read
our latest editions
AMI publishes five process-specific FREE plastics industry magazines.
Simply click on the cover below to read each magazine. Or download
the issue in the relevant Apple or Android app

Compounding World
May 2021
Features in the May issue of 
Compounding World look at 
the latest developments in 
halogen-free flame retardant 
compounds, how natural fibres 
and fillers are helping 
sustainability, and new 
compounds for 3D printing.

� CLICK HERE TO VIEW 

Film and Sheet
March 2021
The Film and Sheet Extrusion 
March edition contains a lead 
feature on advances in 
thermoforming, including PET 
replacement and the growing 
incorporation of recycled 
content. Other features cover 
film additives, barrier 
packaging materials and 
controls/instrumentation.

� CLICK HERE TO VIEW 

Pipe and Profile
May 2021
The May edition of Pipe and 
Profile Extrusion magazine 
takes a look at innovation in 
pipe die design. It also reviews 
some of the latest 
developments in medical 
tubing, pipe joining 
technology, standards and 
testing.

� CLICK HERE TO VIEW 

Plastics Recycling World
March/April 2021
The March/April edition of 
Plastics Recycling World 
magazine takes a look at the 
latest innovations in melt 
filtration. It also explores the 
use of additives to enhance 
recyclate quality and reviews 
some of the newest 
developments from the PET 
recycling sector.

� CLICK HERE TO VIEW 

Injection World
April 2021
The April issue of Injection 
World looks at how the 
Covid-19 pandemic is 
stimulating greater use of 
robots and cobots by injection 
moulders. Features also cover 
the latest in caps and closures 
and a ramp-up in recycled 
compound offerings.

� CLICK HERE TO VIEW 

Film and Sheet
April 2021
The Film and Sheet Extrusion 
April edition has features 
covering advances in 
photovoltaics, agricultural film 
and slitters and rewinders. 
There is also a preview of 
Chinaplas 2021, the first major 
plastics exhibition to take place 
in over a year.

� CLICK HERE TO VIEW 

http://www.compoundingworld.com/Subscribe.aspx
http://www.filmandsheet.com/Subscribe.aspx
http://www.injectionworld.com/Subscribe.aspx
http://www.pipeandprofile.com/Subscribe.aspx
http://www.plasticsrecyclingworld.com/


GLOBAL EXHIBITION GUIDE

AMI CONFERENCES

For information on all
these events and other

conferences on film,
sheet, pipe and

packaging applications, see

www.ami.international

Brought to you by: Proudly supported by:

29 – 30 September, 2021 

ESSEN, GERMANY

3 – 4 November, 2021 

CLEVELAND, OHIO

1-3 June 2021 Plastic Pouches VIRTUAL SUMMIT

8-10 June 2021 Stretch & Shrink Film VIRTUAL SUMMIT

22-24 June 2021  Thin Wall Packaging VIRTUAL SUMMIT

28-30 June 2021  Multilayer Flexible Packaging VIRTUAL CONGRESS

27-29 July 2021  Smart Packaging VIRTUAL SUMMIT

17-19 August 2021 Agricultural Film VIRTUAL CONGRESS

14-18 September  Equiplast, Barcelona, Spain www.equiplast.com

21-23 September Plastics, Printing & Packaging, Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania www.expogr.com/tanzania/pppexpo

29-30 September Plastics Extrusion World Expo Europe, Essen, Germany https://eu.extrusion-expo.com

12-16 October  Fakuma, Friedrichshafen, Germany www.fakuma-messe.de

25-27 October Plastic Print Pack Nigeria, Lagos, Nigeria www.ppp-nigeria.com

3-4 November  Plastics Extrusion World Expo North America, Cleveland, USA https://na.extrusion-expo.com

8-12 November Plastico Brasil, Sao Paolo, Brazil www.plasticobrasil.com.br

15-18 November Arabplast, Dubai, UAE www.arabplast.info

1-3 December Plast Print Pack West Africa, Accra, Ghana www.ppp-westafrica.com

25-28 January Interplastica, Russia, Moscow www.interplastica.de

17-21 February PlastIndia, New Delhi, India www.plastindia.org

8-11 March Plastimagen, Mexico City www.plastimagen.com.mx

5-8 April  FIP, Lyon, France  www.f-i-p.com

26-30 September Colombiaplast, Bogota, Colombia  www.colombiaplast.org

3-7 October  Plastex, Brno, Czech Republic  www.bvv.cz/en/plastex

1-3 December  Plastic Print Pack West Africa, Accra, Ghana  www.ppp-westafrica.com

20
21

20
22

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

https://www.ami.international/events/upcoming
https://www.ami.international/events/upcoming
http://www.ami.international
http://www.compoundingworld.com/
http://www.filmandsheet.com/
http://www.pipeandprofile.com/
http://www.plasticsrecyclingworld.com/
www.ami.international/exhibitions?utm_source=Magazine&utm_medium=Advert&utm_campaign=E056_E057_E058_E059&utm_content=magazinegraphiceventslistingpage
www.ami.international/exhibitions?utm_source=Magazine&utm_medium=Advert&utm_campaign=E056_E057_E058_E059&utm_content=magazinegraphiceventslistingpage
www.ami.international/exhibitions?utm_source=Magazine&utm_medium=Advert&utm_campaign=E056_E057_E058_E059&utm_content=magazinegraphiceventslistingpage
www.ami.international/exhibitions?utm_source=Magazine&utm_medium=Advert&utm_campaign=E056_E057_E058_E059&utm_content=magazinegraphiceventslistingpage
www.ami.international/exhibitions?utm_source=Magazine&utm_medium=Advert&utm_campaign=E056_E057_E058_E059&utm_content=magazinegraphiceventslistingpage
www.ami.international/exhibitions?utm_source=Magazine&utm_medium=Advert&utm_campaign=E056_E057_E058_E059&utm_content=magazinegraphiceventslistingpage
www.ami.international/exhibitions?utm_source=Magazine&utm_medium=Advert&utm_campaign=E056_E057_E058_E059&utm_content=magazinegraphiceventslistingpage
http://www.plasticobrasil.co.br
http://www.interplastica.de
http://www.plastindia.org
http://www.plastimagen.com.mx

	FSE p01 Cover
	FSE p02 iPad App Ad_Rebrand
	FSE p03 Contents
	FSE p04 Biax film EU21_A4Magazine_AdvertV2
	FSE p05 News
	FSE p06 News
	FSE p07 L Bandera Ad
	FSE p08 News
	FSE p09 Colines Ad
	FSE p10 Plastic_pouches_Virtual21_Full_pg_conf_advertV4
	FSE p11 News
	FSE p12 PEWE Visprom Advert 2021-new dates - reg open
	FSE p13 Waterproof Membranes
	FSE p14 Stretch_Shrink_Virtual21_Fullpg_advert_speaker V5
	FSE p15 Waterproof Membranes
	FSE p16 Waterproof Membranes
	FSE p17 JC Times Ad
	FSE p18 Ag Films Multilayer Ads
	FSE p19 Mats Handling
	FSE p20 Mats Handling
	FSE p21 BG Plast
	FSE p22 Smart_Packaging_21_Virtual_FullPage_advert V3
	FSE p23 Mats Handling
	FSE p24 Mats Handling
	FSE p25 Macro Ad
	FSE p26-27 DPS ADVERT combined_Visprom
	FSE p28 IR Sustain Flex Pack M305 FP advert
	FSE p29 Converting Bagmaking
	FSE p30 Single_serve_capsules_EU21_fullpg_advertV1
	FSE p31 Converting Bagmaking
	FSE p32 Converting Bagmaking
	FSE p33 PEWE_CLEVELAND_REGISTRATION_IS_OPEN_21
	FSE p34 Polymer_sourcing_EU21_Full_pg_advertV3
	FSE p35 Screws Barrels
	FSE p36 Screws Barrels
	FSE p37 Membranes Spread Word Ads
	FSE p38 Screws Barrels
	FSE p39 PRT_EU21_Speakers_V6
	FSE p40 Polyolefin_Additives_EU21_Full_page_AdV4
	FSE p41 Chinaplas
	FSE p42 Chinaplas
	FSE p43 Chinaplas
	FSE p44 Chemical_Recycling_fullpg_advertV6
	FSE p45 Materials
	FSE p46 Machinery
	FSE p47 Ag_Film_Americas_Virtual21_full_pg_advert V10
	FSE p48 AMI library Webinar_advert 8 panel_A4_v6
	FSE p49 Brochure Showcase
	FSE p50 Extruder of the Month
	FSE p51 Back Issues
	FSE p52 Diary



